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In my many years as a journalist, braceros have beomme my favorite 
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3efore I came up here I used to write articles concerning 
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Sol del.Centro in Aguas Calient 
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braceros frequently,for papers such as El 
personally talked with hundreds of these men both here and in 
I lived with the men around Yuba City and Marysville for about 
months in preparation for the series of articles that the Sacrament 
osition to 
about this progran its effect upon the various people involvéd. 
would say that approximately twenty per cent of the braceros 
come from the big s of Mexico, practically all of these come from 
the slum arease The remaining eis per cent come from 1 
once amit again you should note the very important point, 
poorest of the rural areas: he where 
ighest for example and where housing is the pooreste In these 
types of villages one room is the average to house a whole family and 
there will commonly be no running water. After all, the census showed 


} 


fifty per cent of 1 the dwelling in Mexico have no running water; 
result it is only natural that these men are accustomed to bathing 
seldome 


Now, when they come up here and show cilities are available and 


they try them out, they notice that they fe better when they take a 


shower every afternoon after work; so, they like to feel good and so 


they try ‘ he same thing after returning to Mexico. oy longer 
the old way of life for granted. They no longer take it for granted 
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their children will be dirty and will run around unclothed, or 


thed in ragse They have the money for the first time in their lives 


bixxkyr 


to buy nice things and they have the desire; SO, you put two and two 


er, and you get some idea of the changes that must be going on. 
I imagine that they learn something about prefaration of food in 
hygienic ways while they are here, and I imagine they frequently return 
the desire to dig a new well for a 
The trouble with this is that a well is a very expensive 
usually it is necessary to make it a community or 
hood projecte If the man's neighbors have also been 
he can probably get their co-operation, but if they have not 
they are apt to be quite apathetic. You might note, incidentally, that 
the Mexican government has, since 196, been pushing a program of 
ssistance in securing safe water supplies for the villages. 
You ask what people in Mexico think about this program, the bracero 
programe Well, I would say that an answer would have to be divided 
into two parts: the first half being on the economic side and the 
second half being on the social side. I don't question that the program 
is good for the economy of Mexico; the economy needs this pregram, 
without it we would i ad way indeede Nobody knows exactly how 
much money is being sent to Mexico by the braceros, this is one thing 
that you might like to study; in any case it is certain that it is a 
sizable slice of the total income of Mexico. The Mexican government 
realizes this and is anxious to see this maintained. It is very 
significant that all the efforts of the Mexican government to modify and 
improve the program have been on the economic side. There is no question 
but, that the government has tried to protect the economic interests of 
the bracerosy But then, we come to the social side; the Mexican government 


doesn't seem to be aware that there is this aspect of the matter, but 


I can tell you that it is extremely important, let me give you some idea. 


oh 3 
Usually over half of the men who come to this country ar@ married; married 
and with families in Mexico. But when they get t is country, some 
of them seem to forget that they have these obligations. I td ked with 
the people in the State Department of Public Walfare, the Aid to Needy 
Children Division, and they told me that in the year 1955, there were 
in California where a bracero would leave behind him a child 


and mothers; in some cases they had married these women, in other cases note 
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I was living right with the men up around Marysville, I was told 
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over and over again by the men themselves, that prostitutes were going 
right into the camps and servicing perhaps 100 men per night. This 
will give you some idea of the disorganization that is going one 

The key to the whole matter is that there is no provision for 
discipline of any kind built into this program. You must have heard it 
over and over again, that this program resembles the Army; and on the 
surface it would appear that this is true, but there is one overwhelming 
difference, in the Army no matter how far away from home the men are, and 
how great the temptations may be, and how lonely they may be, and so forthh , 
kheyeaxexakways there are always agencies and traditions which the men 
from going off on a tangente The “rmy has discipline and morale which 
prevent moral deterioration, there is neither discipline nor morale in 
the bracero camps, anything can and does go on; homo-sexuality, anything 
you can names And why is this so? it is not because the braceros are a 
loose moraled bunch of men to start with, they are certainly no worse than 
the men you will find in the United States Army or any comparable group. 
I say that the blame lies with the employers who are responsible for 
conditions in the camps; who could provide the discipline these that is 
needed if they wanted to, but they don't. I have never yet met an em= 


ployer or a camp manager who gave a damn about the morals of his men, just 


h 
as the work got done; that is all the growers care about, 
setting the crops harf¥ested, and aside from that, the braceros can all 
go to hell as far as they are concerned. 

I will admit that there are some areas where the camps have been 
forced by the compliance officers or by the Mexican Consul to enforce 
the contract which requires that the braceros be kept free from moral 
contamination. I know of some cases where there are guards at the gates 
of the camps, and I am not so naive as to tell you that they are just to 
keep out vice. But, I do know of a few instances in which they have 
taken pretty stern measures to ward off vice mongers, they have even 
peppered them with bird-shot and things like that. Well, unfortunately 
what hay i hes is that the prostitutes, instead of going 
into the camp, simply drive up next to the camp; I have seen them in great 
big old Packards, which have the back converted into a sort of bed to 
make a'whore house on wheels'. There is not a great deal that a cuard 
at a gate can do about th&8 sort of thing. 

One of the factors that imme enters into a]1]1 this in a most im= 


Baraka portant way, is the amount of experience that a man may previously 


Qn os -? . . 
have had in the U.S. When a man first comes up to the U Se, he is likely 


to be fresh and x pisticakeyxnaivey innocent, naive, unsophisticated 
and puree He is likely to be more interested in spending his spare time 
in sports than anything ‘ but what does he find? he finds that there 
are no provisions for soccer, or any of the sports that he is accusbomed 
to, or for that matter sports of any kind. So, he sits around and time 
hangs heavy on his hands. Under these donditions it is very easy for 
him to be corrupted by the cynical old timers who, you will find in 
every campe The men who will say 'Look,don't be a sucker. I have been 
for years and I know the ropes. You just do like I do and ¥ou'll make 


out okay, and you'll have more fun; I'll show you what fun ise', Phese 


are the guys that you might call professional braceros; they have been 
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up here many times and they hever have any intention of doing anything 


+ 


else. They usually don't send their money home to Mexico, but they 
all on themselves; and they go in for flashy clothes, gambling, 
and women. 
as the mordida is concerned, X everything that you have 
heard about this, I dare say, is true; it is practically universal. 
t believe that I have ever talked with a bracero who didn't have 
to pay the "bite" somewhere along the line. The way it works is that 
these men will be sitting around at Empalhme, or rather standing in 
line, they stand in line for days and weeks on endj and somebody will 
siddle up them and say ‘how would you like to get on 
but of course, it will cost 300 pesos for the paper 
work', Well, the man who has been waiting for a couple of months is 
goind to find it prett; ‘ad to turn this offer down, since he 
that he can get a contract any other way, even if he waits 
wo monthse JI should have said that the memxzome= more common 
system works, is that the man will be told before he leaves his 
Tillage to 1p sO-and=so, when he gets to Empalhme, and so-and=so 
give him a breake These guys have runners all over the country you 


see, it is big busines.e You understand that the payments of mordida 


these characters imown as 'coyotes}, and maybe a little later part of 
that money will find its way into the bank account of somebody in the 


local government, or in the department which runs this bracero progra 


called gubernacion, but it is impossible to trace it. If you ask one 


“ 
of the braceors wim 'Who did you pay your mordida to?! He will say 


don't know. All I know is that his name was Pkutaroo.! or whatever 
happened to bee 
The men naturally complain about this among themselves, in fact, 


perpetually gripe among themselves about everything under the sune 
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mnterested in lining their own pocketse 
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where the young fellows just graduated 
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there was ne 
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said that this is because 
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not, but it is something 
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from centuries of cultivation; 


f starvation. All the men dre 


take care of 


else has done, research on, wel 
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question of how much money is a 


for still another, I would like 
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profession braceros; how many 


ah 


are brand new. And perh 
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some of the men 


perience 


when we 


bracer 
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practice themsel vette 


have heard about, is 
ever 


all, now we do, and 


talked with, have 
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Os are carrying kke it into 


back 


ave n thether this is true or 


tell you that there are many areas 


S, in which the soil 


and the people are living on 


am about is coming north to los Estados 
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ing on problems which nobody 
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Polio business for one thing, and the 


ctually being sent to Mexico,for another; 


to know what proportion of these men are 


are occasional repeabers; and how many 


t important of all, I would like to know 


drop out of the program after one ex- 


le notonly to 


